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brings to his life here, the intuition which is the result of the
knowledge he has acquired during his first existence. Men
are of more or less advanced intelligence and morality, accord-
ing to the life which they have led before they come into
this world to play the parts which we can see. This is self-
evident in the case of a man who recommences his life. This
man had acquired certain faculties during his first, which are
profitable to him in his second existence. Perhaps he does
not possess all the faculties with which his first life was
endowed, in their full and perfect integrity, but he has what
mathematicians call the resultant of those faculties, and this
resultant is a special aptitude, it is vocation. He is a calcu-
lator, a painter, or a musician by vocation, because, in his
former human career he has had the faculty of calculation,
drawing, or music. "We believe that it is impossible to find
any other explanation of our natural aptitudes. It will be
objected to this, that it is strange that aptitude and faculties
should be the resultant of a prior existence, of which we
have, nevertheless, no recollection. We reply to this objec-
tion that it is quite possible to lose all remembrance of events
which have happened, and yet to preserve certain faculties of
the soul which are independent of particular and concrete
facts, especially when those faculties are powerful. We con-
stantly see old men who have lost all recollection of the
events of their life, who no longer know anything of the his-
tory of their time, nor indeed, of their own history, but who,
nevertheless, have not lost their faculties, or aptitudes.
Linnaeus, in his old age, took pleasure in reading his own
works, but forgot that lie was their author, and frequently